James “Jim” L. Vodenichar
April 22, 1928 - December 16, 2018

James L. “Jim” Vodenichar, 90 of Meadville, passed away at Rolling Fields Eldercare
Community in Conneautville on Sunday, December 16. Jim was born in Sharon on April
22, 1928 to the late Frank and Rosena Hug Vodenichar. He was a graduate of Sharon
High School and went on to proudly serve his country in the United States Marines. He
then went on to earn his bachelor’s degree from Carnegie Tech in Electrical Engineering.
Jim was a Professionally Licensed Electrical Engineer, having worked at FuelGraf, Burt
Hill and Assoc., WBC, and Channellock over his years.
He was married to Rita Berchtold Vodenichar until 1976, she
preceded him in death in January of 2003. He then married Jayne Vodenichar, she
preceded him in death in March of 2010.
Jim loved to go hunting and fishing. He enjoyed golfing, playing
handball, and football in his high school and college years. In high school he
was named athlete of the year, a title he was proud of.
Jim was Catholic by faith.
Jim is survived by his children, Leigh King and husband David of
Sandy Lake, Lynn Maloney and husband Donald of Meadville, Jeffry Vodenichar
and fiancée Marlaina Garver of Butler , and Jenny Fisher and husband Charles of
Howard, PA, grandchildren Lauren, Beth, Kurt, Keith, Austin, Jacob, and Sara,
numerous great-grandchildren, companion Laura Depaulos, three
step-daughters, Tracy Wilson, Linda Heichel, and Jennifer McMillian, sister
Rosemary Simmons and husband Bob of West Sunbury, sister in law Betty Vodenichar
of Sharpsville, Amy Burns Vodenichar of Butler, and William and Paulette
Vodenichar of Boyers
In addition to his parents and wives, Jim was preceded in death
by his son, Kurt James Vodenichar, his brother William Vodenichar, and

granddaughter, Dana King.
Funeral Arrangements have been entrusted to Black Funeral Homes,
Stoneboro & Sandy Lake.
The family of Jim Vodenichar will be holding an open house reception from 2 to 4 PM on
Saturday, February 2, 2019 at the Slippery Rock Township building located at 155
Branchton Rd. Slippery Rock PA 16057.
Jim did not want a traditional funeral service – he didn’t want his last act to make others
sad. Instead he asked that we enjoy him and his life in celebration. So, his family is
inviting anyone who wishes to share a story or a warm memory to come share it with us
as we celebrate his life with those he touched. Light snacks and refreshments will be
provided.
Online Condolences may be sent to the family by visiting www.BlackFuneralHomes.net

Comments

“

Hello. My name is Ronna Drennen. First of all I wish to express my deepest
sympathy for the passing of Jim. I was an intern in the mid 80's at Burt Hill Kosar
Rittleman. I remember Jim so well. He was such a terrific man. I remember going to
him for advise and he was wise and caring. We worked together on multiple projects.
I remember him being very respected and so liked among everyone at Burt Hill. I
think your family must have been very lucky to have such a wonderful man as part of
your family. May God bless all of you at this difficult time and may you always cherish
the sweet memories of Jim. Sincerely, Ronna

Ronna Drennen - December 27, 2018 at 07:32 PM

“

It's hard to put into words what a great person Jim was, and how he had such a huge
impact on those lucky enough to know him. He knew the electrical industry from top
to bottom, from holding his union electrician's card to his career with Talon to
performing cutting edge research and design as an electrical engineer at Burt Hill
and WBC Associates - and always, always, sharing his knowledge and teaching "the
young bucks" along the way. There's a whole generation of top notch electrical
engineers and designers in Pittsburgh who learned at Jim's side. My condolences to
Jeff and his family, who I know loved Jim dearly and enjoyed their times with him
immensely, be it sharing hunting adventures out west with him or finding more owl
shit to help him lubricate those wires being pulled through a tightly packed conduit.
Godspeed, Jim.
Paul Scanlon

paul scanlon - December 27, 2018 at 10:12 AM

“

When I think of the greatest generation, I think of Jim. I didn't know him well, but
certainly well enough to know he was a man of great virtues. I can honestly say
enjoyed his company every time I saw him. RIP
Mark Rodgers- December 26 at 12:33PM

Mark S. Rodgers - December 26, 2018 at 12:34 PM

“

Dear Jeff and Family,
I am very sorry to hear of the passing of your father. I want you to know that, I
thought verify highly of Jim. I enjoyed my conversations with him and especially
enjoyed hunting with him and Wayne in Georgia. I know you and your family are very

proud to have Jim as a father. God bless Jim.
Curtis Heakins
Curtis Heakins - December 24, 2018 at 10:25 AM

“

Thinking of you all during this difficult time. Uncle Jim was a true original. The lives
he touched were enriched by his having been a part of them.

Kelly Betz - December 23, 2018 at 11:44 AM

“

To the Vodenichar family, sending thoughts and prayers to all in the loss of Jim. He
was a wonderful man, and I am honored to have had the opportunity to work with him
and get to know him while at Burt Hill. May he rest in peace!

Ann McCandless - December 19, 2018 at 09:35 AM

